Mastering Lens Filters: Enhancing Your Images
In-Camera

Lens filters are physical accessories that attach to the front of your lens to alter the light entering
the camera. From protecting your gear to creating dramatic effects or correcting lighting issues,
filters are indispensable tools in a photographer’s kit.

What Lens Filters Actually Do

Modify or control light entering the lens.

Enhance colour, reduce reflections, or control exposure.
Allow creative effects to be achieved in-camera.

Offer lens protection in various environments.

The Pros of Lens Filters

Improved image quality: Polarising filters reduce reflections and enhance skies.
Creative effects: ND filters allow long exposures even in daylight.

Lens protection: UV or clear filters act as a barrier for your lens.

Better control over exposure: Graduated ND filters help in balancing skies and
foregrounds.

o No digital degradation: Effects applied optically rather than in post-processing.

The Limitations

Additional cost: High-quality filters can be expensive.

Lens compatibility: Different lenses may require different filter sizes.
Risk of flare or ghosting: Especially with cheap or stacked filters.
Possible vignetting: On wide-angle lenses if filters are too thick.

Can slow you down: Changing filters takes time in dynamic situations.

How to Use Lens Filters Wisely

e Match the filter to the scene: Use a polariser for reflective surfaces or skies, ND filters
for motion blur.

Invest in quality: Low-end filters can reduce sharpness and contrast.

Use step-up rings: One filter can fit multiple lenses.

Avoid stacking unnecessarily: Minimises the risk of artefacts.

Keep them clean: Smudges and dust can degrade your image.



Testing & Hands-On Experiment

Polariser Sky Test: Rotate the polariser to see how it deepens sky colour.

Water Reflection Control: Use a polariser to reduce glare from a pond or glass.

ND Filter for Motion Blur: Photograph a waterfall or traffic with varying ND strengths.
Graduated ND at Sunset: Balance the bright sky with a darker foreground.

UV Filter Protection Test: Compare clarity with and without a UV filter.
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Camera Manufacturer Symbols Table

Manufacturer Lens Filter Feature Symbol Additional Notes
Canon O (Filter Settings in Menu) Digital filter options available in camera menus.
Sony ©uei (Creative Style Filter) Software filters with limited physical filter support.
Nikon @i (Effects Mode) In-camera effects emulate filters; no specific physical symbol.
Fujifilm @@ (Film Simulation/Filter) Excellent film-style filters built-in; encourages in-camera use.

Panasonic Oisi (Digital Filter Effects) Offers several digital filters; physical filter use encouraged.



